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rtist Sabine Reckewell had a revelation
most economists missed in 2007. "I felt like the real estate
market was going to crash," she says. "I had this sense that
we had to sell quickly." In short order she and her husband,
sculptor and furniture designer
Stephen \4,rhisler, sold their SoHo
loft in New York City (population
8,008,278) and purchased a ranch
house on ahill overlookingthe city
of Napa (population 72,585). It's a
dramatic move by any estimation,
but the couple softened the transi
tion by bringing the feeling oftheir
urban loft to the country.

At flrst, the house seemed like
an unlikely candidate for a new
life as a modern dwelling. Previ-
ous owners had tried to make
the long, lolv home something it
wasn't by giving it classic panel-
ing, elaborate dentil molding and

Prior to the remodel, the house was uninspiring, and the
floorplan ignored the view in back. The poor layout and

small spaces almost kept the owners from buying it.

traditional wallpaper. More egregious was the layout: A11
the public rooms were gathered at the front overlooking the
driveway and all of the private rooms were at the rear, their
tiny windows offering only peeks of the dramatic views of

oak-studded golden hills, the Napa
River and the city itself. "We must
have looked at this house three
or four times during our search."
says Whisler. "We kept going back
and forth. We'd say, 'Oh, it's just
too much work.' But then n'e'd
speculate,'Well, if we could get it
for the right price.' But then lve'd
agree,'It's just the wrong style."'

In the end. lhe slunning vierr
countered every argument, and the
couple purchased the house and
started to search for an architect
to make it fit their lifestyle. A con-
tractor friend suggested they check
out the work of Holly Hulburd in
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Whisler put his spin on cablnets
from lkea by adding a cusiom light
valance and changing drawer and
door layouts to work better with
the appliances. lridescent Heath
tiles make up the backsplash.
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RIGHT: The renovation
ignited a game of musical
spaces, with the architect
shlfting the rooms to take
advantage of the amazing

view. Before the remodel,
the kitchen was small, dark

and located at the back
of the house, with rows of

brown cabinets where there
are now walls of windows.

FAR RIGHT: The fussy livinq
Toom was transformed into

a sleek master bedroom.
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'Although
wehadsome
toughtimes

withthis
remodel,we

forged ahead
andmade

itwork."
living room and dining ABOVE: Hash-mark
room are located at the inlays decorate the

back to take in the view. surface of the desk in

rhe new kirchen is open to *nlill,'.l"ltl1Y^l]9^lt^

the dining 
'"oo*. 

und yo, ,,"[,:'::iffil:i::,;
can look straight across where he crafts large
and out the window" pieces of symbolic

The mosl daring sculPture, such as a

move involved popping red wagon relmaglned

up the roof in the centei as an oversize coffin'

of the structure, Iifting
the ceiling from a mere 8 feet to a soaring 15 feet
and replicating the airy feeling of the loft where
the couple had made their home for so many
years. "The idea was that we would have one cen-
tral, open space with really high ceilings," says
Whisler. "The rest of the rooms open offof that."

The change makes the 2,500-square-foot
home seem much larger. "Everything feels more
spacious now," says Reckewell. "We didn't add
much square footage (just 250 square feet were
added) but the spaces are much more functional."

Connecting the outdoor areas with the inte-
rior also added to the expansive feeling of the
home. Large glass doors on both sides ofthe house
make a deck and patio a mere step away. "One of
the best parts of the new house is how easily you
can go outside," says \Mhisler. "For the 25 years we
lived in NewYork, we didnt have that."

As artists (Reckewell currently paints
and assembles collage, while Whisler creates
large-scale sculpture and builds high-design
furniture for his company, Whisler Design), the
couple added deft design touches. For instance,

7."

'TT]H;uu:4#

98 cALTFoRNTAH.ME+DEsrcN ocroBER 2010 CHDRESOURCE.COM



6(; Ncrssd+sl troHvINuoiIITVc 0r0z ussorco

E .,'{ro,{\ 1I apetu pue psaqe
paFroJ a^\'lapotuar srql qllm saru11qFnol aruos p€r{ a^^ I{Fnoqrly,
'sdes aq .'{rom I a{€tu o} .troq 'louJl 'pu€ s{ro^t arard e raqlaqr*
lnoq€ IIel sde,r,r.1e no,t'p1.ro \ ue aql uI,, :saarFe rolspl\\,,'asnoll
qq1 u1 8u1qilra a paluaro pu€ paqcnol o eq a r 'lcallr{cre aql
q1r,u. raqlaSol 'l€ql a ol 1,, 'sdes aqs ,,'1red allro eJ,tur sr 3u1q1
aloq \ aw,, :suFarrtsue aJoJaq lualuoru e sasned IIa.t\aIJau
'asnoq palapourar aq1;o ped aTro,\eJ raq lnoq€ pa{s€ uarl!\

,,'punoJe lr" Jraql aEueqc
pue deldsrp ppoc,taql os 'areds ar{t ol dIpI
-nu aq ot papaou ararll'oulqes pue uaqdalS
roc '1r€ aql -{tal^ pu€ {r€q puels o1 aceds
a 

"q 
ol Ielcnrc osle s.ll 's11er* alrqru. FuIAeq ol

uorlppe q 'Il-ila.^a aq Surq1.{ra,ta leql luel
-roilun s;r slaa\oril bsD\) q pN,,'pr\q1nl1
sdes .;ar11-,{ra11e8 are slceford dtuyo 1o1y,,

woc'acuoossuoHc

'suFrsap'l€clsrurqm sarurlatuos
'crlsru€ srq are sacard arnlrurnJ al{lJo IeJaAas pue 'sarnldlncs
alecs-aFre1 s,ra1srq,11ro;,re^r a{€ru tuoor Fur,,lrl aql uI sFuIIIac
qFIq aql 'alqet rxoor Fururp aqt a^oqe s8ueq 1ru a8elloc raq
pue de,udrlua aql auII sryo,,rr raded-uo-{ur s.llama1rau 'lre
Jraql roJ fralle8 8ur1e1or-rala u€ sB salJas osle atuoq aql

.,'sap1 aidrues roJ xoq e 979 pred a.tr 'uoorr{}eq }san8 rno rog,,
'T1ama{cau sdes ..'sFur.tes lear e sem 11,, 'suorllsoduroc lueFala

ur salrl paqcleursrur -f,13ururaas Jo slol II€tus
aqt pa8uerre daql'(rofeur drolsrq 1re ue)
eururg ralq8nep rraql qll-&r Furrporll '(sprep
-ue1s .{1r1enb-}sJg ol dn arnseaur alrnb
l,uplp leql sacard ro salrl rapro-ol-ap€u
Io {rolsra^o rar{lla) spuocas pu€ saldues
rs;3.sr.1ss1 '(rs1se; asg ltlsssbarl (ssg
'oIIesn€S ur alll qleaH Surrarlocsrp rage

'lleM re, aql uo butbueq salald alllxol
Alreo Jaq 1o on1 6utpn;rut 'lloM ,saldnol

aql asplMoqs leql sl1em a1t1-Alalleb
'oln.lM-)jrels qlrm paubtsap Alasodlnd seM
aLuoq aql:llP a6ello: olut alquJasse lalel

o1 saurzebeu dn slnl lloMollau 'ollPd
]uor) o\] o] uedo o1 Peubi5aP errlo

Mau raq ut :l^o8v l\oul lslMyloll

l1
li
t

I
I,

4i

it

TI

ll

I

''T' i

+ru. i

ir ,.. 4
i:::;,i -:ffi- :.=:.ffi .'s::=qil


